
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 26 5A , 2 6 5Apri l 1 0 , 2 0 0 3

let you know that there are law enforcement groups out there who
are opposed to this bill. And I just got a letter this morning,
and you probably all got it too, which says that the Nebraska
Sheri f f s ' As s o c i a t i on v ot e d t od a y t o opp o s e L B 2 6 5 t ha t a l l ows
the carrying of a concealed weapon in Nebraska. And I'm reading
this for the first time . The vote was tak e n at the
association's regular monthly membership meeting today in
Lincoln. She riffs' A s sociation members feel LB 265 is not
workable, and is overly burdensome, because s h eriffs h ave to
determine sufficient e yesight if the applicant does not have a
driv e r ' s l i c ens e , whe t h e r t he a ppl i c a n t ha s bee n s ub j e c t of a
mental health proceedings in Nebraska or another state, whether
the applicant is habitually intoxicated or drugged, among o ther
things. The Omaha World-Herald's report that the association
was neut ra l on Tu e s a y , Ap r i 8 , wa s a c cur a t e a t t ha t t i me . And
i t ' s si gn e d by Ri ck Bou c her , l obb y i s t f or t he Sher i f f s '
Associa t i o n . I n a dd i t i on t o t ha t , I go t an e - ma i l l a s t wee k
from a. . . th e p r e s i de n t of t he Ne br a s ka Fr a t e r n a l Or de r o f
Police . And I do n ' t know i f y ou re me mber, bu t on t he f l oo r I
was speculating about why the police may have gone neutral on
t hi s bi l l t hi s y e a r whe n t he y ' v e a l w a y s b e e n o p p osed b e f o r e .
And my speculation was that they sa w the handwriting o n the
wall , t ha t t he v ot e s wer e in commit t e e t o le t t he b i l l out , and
therefore they were going to work as hard as they could to make
the bill be tter . And then at that point, of course, that
neutralizes them after they' ve been successful i n pu t ting in
some education requirements and all of that kind of thing. And
that was scoffed at on this floor, that particular reasoning.
And you know, I had no way of knowing if it was accurate or not.
That was s p e c u l a t i o n o n m y p ar t . Bu t I got a n e - ma i l t ha t s a i d :
dear Senator Schimek, your ideas on why law enforcement, at
least the Fraternal Order of Police, took the position it has is
correct. If it is going to pass, we want to have as much input
a s w e c an t o ma k e i t sa f e r f o r l a w e nf or c e ment o f f i c e r s on t he
street. Thanks. S teve Grabowski, president, Nebraska Fraternal
Order of Police. And I did ask him if I could use this on the
floor, and he responded yes. So I do think there is...there are
law enforcement organizations who are very, very nervous about
this bi l l , a nd i n my op i ni on , wi t h com p l e t e j us t i f i ca t i on . So
Senator Cha mbers , I d i d n ' t th i nk t h i s wa s re a l l y g oi ng t o c ome
up for discussion until we got back to the bill. But I guess it
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